
Wego E-Learning 2016-2017 

 

A January 2016 edition of Education Week featured Community High School District 94 in the article, “Snow 

Days and E-Learning: A Roundup of News Coverage.” District 94 earned this notoriety since it is one of only 

three districts in the state of Illinois to be granted the right to implement E-learning days that replace snow and 

severe weather days or school closure due to infrastructure, etc. On an E-Learning day, teachers deliver 

curriculum to students via Google Classroom on the district-provided Chromebooks.  

 

What is e-Learning?  

E-Learning like email, e-readers, or e-banking, is an activity that occurs electronically or online. E-Learning is 

common at the college level when students enroll in an online or blended learning class in which all or some of 

the lessons are presented digitally. On a WCCHS e-learning day, teachers will provide online lessons for 

students to complete at home using their District 94 issued Chromebooks. The content and form of the lessons 

may differ from class to class, yet all students will have the opportunity to continue their learning and “attend” 

school electronically. 

 

Why E-learning? 

E-Learning offers a number of benefits. Extreme weather impacts the school calendar and often prevents 

students from having access to critical curriculum before standardized tests are administered in the spring on 

nationally established test dates like the SAT or AP exams. When snow, cold, or other emergency days extend 

the school year into June, those days are lost for seniors who graduate before underclassmen. Moreover, 

District 94’s 1:1 Chromebook Initiative has expanded student learning outside of the classroom walls and class 

periods on a daily basis; technology continues to become a greater tool to support student learning. Finally, 

21st Century skills like those required for and developed through E-Learning are valuable in college and careers 

where work is frequently created, shared, and submitted online. Experience with E-Learning will benefit 

WCCHS students now and in the future. 

 

What will e-Learning look like in English classes? 

Although each English class will provide students with an electronic lesson for an E-Learning day, teachers may 

choose from a variety of apps and programs to best meet their students’ needs. For example, the Google 

platform offers a variety of ways to conduct an E-Lesson through Google Classroom, Google Docs, or Google 

Forms. Google Classroom enables teachers to post and collect assignments electronically, share 

announcements and comments with the class, as well as return work to students with feedback and grades.  In 

addition to the strengths of Google Classroom and Google Docs, Google Forms makes it possible to assess 

students electronically, administer surveys, and gather data. The Google platform offers limitless possibilities 

for E-Learning.  

 

What do I need to do now as a student or parent to prepare for e-Learning? 

Each student should bring his or her Chromebook home nightly to charge and use in the event of an E-Learning day. 

Superintendent Doug Domeracki would announce an E-Learning day by 8 p.m. the night prior, so the community  

will be informed that school is in session electronically the following day. 

 

When a E-Learning day occurs, announcements will be made via SchoolReach, so each family will receive a phone 

Call with a notification. It will also be published on the home page of the District 94 website, http://www.d94.org/, 
and students will also receive communication from their teachers through Google Classroom. Once students login to 

their Classroom accounts, each teacher will have posted a Google attendance form, as well as an assignment. Students 

must complete the Google Form by 1 p.m. so that they are considered “present” at school that day. Students MUST 

https://goo.gl/7x8933
http://www.d94.org/


complete the Google Form for each class. Attendance will be taken by class period, so logging in and completing the 

forms are crucial. 

 

Students may communicate with individual teachers by email, and teachers will respond to student email 

intermittently throughout the day. Families that do not have Wi-Fi are encouraged to complete the permission slip 

that entitles students to check out Wi-fi hot spots. The permission slip must be signed by a parent or guardian and 

returned to school before a student may “check out” a hot spot from the library. 

 

Student Timeline: 

1. If you do not have Wifi, return a signed permission slip to the library to receive permission to check out a hot 

spot. 

2. Take your Chromebook home nightly. 

3. Listen for an announcement by 8 p.m. on the night before an E-learning day. 

4. On an E-Learning day, students should login to the Google Classroom for each class. 

5. Students must submit their attendance for each class by 1 p.m. by completing the Google Forms. 

6. Students complete their E-learning assignments for school the next day.  

http://www.wegolrc.org/hotspotprogram.html

